
      Interview with Dani Dimitrovska

                                                         pop singer from Macedonia and committed person
                                 in fighting HIV/AIDS

Daniela Dimitrovska aka Dani first appeared in the musical scene in Macedonia in 2000 with the song ”You are the 
only one I need”. The song was very well accepted by the public and also from the press. It was immediately clear, that 
this is a singer with an immense potential and originality. With her single ”Two hearts”, released in 2005, Dani 
confirmed that she is there to stay. The song managed to stay on the Macedonian top lists for 4 months, and remain 
No1 for 5 weeks. The video spot for the same song became on of the most played Macedonian songs on MTV-Adria, and 
climbed up to the 4th place on” top 10 at 10 Adria grils”. 
In September 2006, Dani released the video of “Red rain” which became a hit and kept the key positions on the 
Macedonian Play lists for the following 6 weeks. With “Red rain” Dani was the first Macedonian singer ever, which 
found place on MTV Adria’s official Top 20 chart. This song made Dani known not only in Macedonia but in other 
countries of the former Yugoslav republic, particularly Slovenia where she achieved a great success. 
This video was released on the world famous music channel- MTV European and she was the first Macedonian musician 
whose video reached MTV European. Dani’s “Red rains” video took 5th place on MTV European” World Chart Express”.

Dani is not a singer but a mother as well. She is considered to be a model for young people in the country as she proved 
that her early motherhood can be a real source of energy, not an obstacle, and that woman that are mothers can also 
be successful in this specific profession. The key factors for her success are love, talent, honesty and humanity.

For more info you can visit Dani’s official web site:                      www.dani4u.com.mk
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Q:How do you feel now, being part of the Y-Peer family?

A: The feeling is very good, actually. I feel rely excited to be part of Y-Peer family. This is important because its an 
international organization, connecting people, young people, from all over the world. And, at first I see this “being
part of the family” as very humanitarian involvement. I feel special and honored. It’s all about young people, their 
lives, their choices. I like the positive energy, the flow of ideas, creativity and motivation the young people own. 
Working with youth, entertainment, having fun, educate…Hmmm.. Definitely, you feel like a part of something good. 
And something that has goals. It’s worth full, for sure.

Q: How did you join Y-Peer, and became involved in promotion of sexual and reproductive health messages?

A: I’ve been always close to the youth energy. As you know, I have concerts, big one, overcrowded, but I still love my 
mini concerts in the clubs, night bars, with no barriers between the scene and the visitors, no bodyguards and staffs.
I want to be near my audience, mainly young people, who also feel my energy and give me feedback. People recognize 
me by this, and I like that. I am also very open to the media, to the journalists.
Dani is philanthropic (she smiles). I am addicted to “having fun” also. That’s my common point with the youngsters. I 
was much honored when the Programme Coordinator form the UNFPA office-Tatjana called me and asked me to 
cooperate and contribute to the mission. I felt nice to be chosen to promote healthy life stiles among Macedonian
youth. I am very open in speaking about topics of sexual and reproductive health due to my understanding and 
support of young people, people who need to  make informed choices.
I am also a mother, what makes me mature person, with high opinions regarding family planning, freedom of choice,
family values…
I am a star, that’s true. I have fans, audience, media interest about everything I do…but, at first, I will say this as 
much simple as I can: I am a human!

Q: You’ve participated on the workshop about “HIV/AIDS, media and pop culture” in Turkey , 9-12 April, this year;
please state us your impressions; what is your opinion upon the topics covered on the workshop?
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A: This workshop was my first step of joining Y-Peer and getting familiar to its work. It definitely became more clear 
to me what will be my role, role of famous people in fighting HIV. Media is powerful. In Macedonia great percent of 
the population follows the news, buys newspapers ,watches TV and listens radio. People’s thoughts are influential.
You get an information and you shape your behavior. Young people are especially exposed to media messages. We see 
how idols create new life styles to the fans. Teenagers create their attitudes (even bodies, look)by the pop culture 
and the media environment they fit in. That definitely should be used in educational purposes. Messages should be 
infiltered in songs, in interviews, in articles. Representatives from the Population Media center in Istanbul also 
spoke about power of soup operas, usage of media in dissemination of health information. That sounded very 
important for me, and I think it will work for Macedonia, too. So, yes, I was impressed by the workshop in Istanbul. I 
also like to highlight that in Turkey I’ve met and talked with very interesting persons like Alexander Bodiroza, Tim 
Thomas, Georgia Arnolds, Vojkan, and lots of others. I saw tones of  positive energy and motivation in these people.
They devote their lives to something very important: fighting HIV/AIDS and helping young people. And I’ve joined 
the mission to help them, to help us, people from all over the world. 

Q: Why is important to young people to be part of this network? What do you think of new generations of young 
people?

A: Young people are our future. They learn together, they learn from each other. Sharing experience and knowledge 
with your peers is essential when you are young. Being young gives you freedom, power. You think you own the 
world, or feel you own nothing. You feel strong and sometimes you feel powerless. You think you know and 
understand, and you make choices. We need healthy generations. We need world without AIDS. Young people have 
power to change things. I see Y-Peer as tool in their hands. Education, peer education precisely, is effective and can 
inform individuals and influence their behavior. And new generations…Hmm I don’t know…Every generation is 
different, but always young, motivated and due to that vulnerable. Mostly young people are targeted by HIV, drug 
abuse, human trafficking …Nevertheless the trend that is set by new music genres, fashion clothes, idols and etc new 
generations can learn best from themselves. We just need to give them information and choices.
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Dani  advices a crying teenage girl….

We were singing and discussing in the bar in the 
hotel but it was late, and we needed to be fresh 
tomorrow, on our last day from the training so we 
all went to our rooms. On the way to my room I 
heard crying so I went to check what’s wrong. One 
girl from the seminar, very cute, smart but most of 
the time silent, was sitting in the corner and crying. 
I’ve approached her and asked what’s the problem. 
She said that whether she tells me or not I cant help 
her. I just sat next to her, on the ground. We were 
sitting for a while when she started telling me her 
story. I was scared that something really bad 
happened to this young flower (her name, on 
Macedonian, reminds me on one beautiful flower). 
She told me a story about her boyfriend, now her ex. 
He was an older guy, fancy boy, ”player”, with lots 
of girls, friends…They were together for few months 
and they “did it” .She felt it was wrong, rushed and 
under influence of that sweet cocktails he offered 
her so many times… They didn’t use condom. One of 
the classic teen stories. I’ve calmed her. We talked 
about guys, girls and relationships. She got her 
period but she felt stupid of being so -not 
responsible-. The girl removed the tears from her 
face and continued talking with me. We might spent 
an hour in the corner on the 3td floor. I’ve hugged 
her and sent her for sleeping. She promised that 
she’ll visit doctor and make all check ups. When 
saying goodbye she smiled and thanked me for the 
advices and company. ” Uhhh that guys and that 
hormones…Is it always like this when you are young? 
she said. Lesson learned Dani. Yep. Dreams not 
nightmares. That’s how I should spend my time in 
bed” she smiled. I went to my room. I felt nice for 
being there for someone. And then I first thought 
seriously of making special song upon topics related 
to health. People like music. It helps them. It touches 
their hearts. I want to help people. That’s who I am 
and how I am.

Q:  You are now part of the global mission of preventing 
HIV/AIDS;can you tell us what are your activities of supporting the 
mission?

A: Well, firstly I must emphasize that UNFPA office in Macedonia 
began with work in January, its new UN office ,“its still a baby”, and 
me as well because I’m part of this mission only 4 months. I look my 
position as role model, and I use it to promote healthy behavior.
After Istanbul, I hold the feelings and impression from the workshop 
and told everything I felt and learned there on all interviews, in 
front of cameras, on the radio in the newspapers... As guest in many 
talk shows I wore the red ribbon and, honestly, I was surprised by 
the fact that many people, even the journalists (?!),yeah, asked about 
its meaning and symbolization. Beside media exposure I also 
participated on one peer education training in Mavrovo (mountain in 
Western Macedonia).I was in group with young people and together 
with them, in three days I’ve learned many new things about 
HIV/AIDS,  STI’s, contraception, gender issues, discrimination…I am 
very impressed from the training. It was very useful for me. I am fond 
of the methods of education. It was very appealing, also, to learn via 
theater. Theater education is also powerful tool and young people 
are very fond of it. The team building games, the energizers also 
impressed me. All the guys were creative, energetic and the group 
was a perfect team. We even hang out together at nights continuing
to talk upon topics discussed during the day.
I am also proud of the concert we had in Shutka-The biggest Roma 
community in Europe. Many youngsters were singing with me,
shouting “We use condomssss!!!”. Also, they rapped, did marvelous 
brake dance show, did a hip- hop freestyle show, and got brochures, 
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advices… The event was named as “Protect your health, find out your rights” and I think it was highly important for 
that community to get information and have fun at the same time. Sometimes fun/entertainment is the best approach 
to marginalized groups

Q: Yes, Dani I totally agree with you, and me also, as young person, I’d like to thank you  for all the things you’ve 
made during the 4 months, which is short period. What are your future plans?What do you plan to do in near 
future?

A: The thing that lately captures my thoughts is the preparation of the song which should be recognized as 
Macedonian national anthem of fight against HIV/AIDS. We have preparations now, and at this moment I cant tell 
you anything, just maybe give little highlight that it will be real, emotive and honest song which will touch many 
hearts and at the same time will educate the audience 

Q: Can you tell us the name of the song, or maybe bit of the lyric?
A: Heheh…young and curious. Sure…the song will be named ”Hero” and the lyrics…let them be surprise. You need the 
whole impression of the melody and voice. We also plan to shoot a video. The song will be a hymn cause it comes 
from the heart (Dani sings the melody)

Q: Wow! I didn’t expect that! The melody is strong, deep and inspiring. I barely wait to hear it on the radio. Where, 
when, how do you plan to promote the song?

A: I am glad that you like it. The promotion will occur soon, when will have ready the final studio version and the 
video clip. It will be played on all stations where my music is played, meaning that journalists greatly wait for it to 
be broadcasted on all media 
I also plan to sing it in live, whenever the audience will feel need to hear it. In my night bars mini concerts, I will 
play it unplugged, only guitar and voice.
My future activities don’t stop here. With the beginning of the school year I plan to have educations in schools. I 
will visit schools from the rural areas, I will go and talk to the young people outside from the urban environment,
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cause I feel need to tell them some very important issues for their lives. In Macedonia, as you know, we still have 
conservative, traditional settings where sex education is still taboo. In that settings we see high rate of unwanted 
pregnancies, gender discrimination etc. I see people there, young people, who don’t feel free, don’t feel young, they
are left without choices, without information…And we must somehow, change that. We must try and approach 
them. Via media, theatre, peer education, celebrities, concerts…We need to try all paths, to disseminate the messages 
and stand behind future healthy generations.

Q: In the end, what will be the message from Dani to all young people?

A: Stay young and stay healthy guys! I am not just some popular singer telling you this, now I am rock singer with 
red ribbon. Two symbols! Strong symbols from which, the first one associates music, youth and energy and the 
second associates health, education, love, support…
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